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Greetings Elders, youth, ladies, and 
gentlemen. I have so many people 
to thank.  I want to thank my wife 
Christine and my children, without 
their understanding I would not be 
here today. I want to thank my brothers 
and sisters for supporting me from day 
one. They encouraged me a lot. I also 
want to thank my mother, who was my 
greatest supporter; my mother is not 
here, but I felt her presence.  I also 
want to thank those who contributed to 
the food and my food coordinator, Carl 
Bird; and also Sharon and Phyllis for 
their cooking, for their time and energy 
at each of the gatherings. I want to 
thank also “Silent No More, 269” for 
raising awareness to our community 
and putting their livelihood on the 
line.  I want to thank the Elders, the 
matriarchs, Mrs. Manningway, Mavis 
Stevenson, Gloria Sinclair, and Val 
Sinclair.  Seven of us started two years 
ago.  They decided we will not be silent 
no more.  Last, but not least, I want to 
thank you, the people.  

My heart is overwhelmed, and I am 
filled with positive energy today.  What 
a wonderful day this is, change is here.  

We have done it; You have done it!  Our 
members in Selkirk, in Peguis and in 
Winnipeg, and all across Turtle Island, 
we have done it!  

We make this statement, “Our 
community will be involved in the 
decisions that affect them.”  I have 
given it a lot of thought, as the role of 
Chief for our nation, the responsibilities 
that come with it; but I am saying it now, 
I am ready! I will be your voice! I will 
be guided by your message that you 
have stated here today.  Our children 
matter. We matter!  You will see in the 
coming months, we will start to rebuild, 
to ensure the best interests of our 
people, are the priority.  We will begin 
to plan for the next seven generations.  
I have said, time and time again, I 
have no doubt when it comes to our 
people.  I have faith in our people, 
like the faith you have placed in me.  
I have every confidence that it will be 
our community, the people of Peguis 
First Nation, that will lead us from this 
darkness and from all this confusion.  

We have a lot of work in front of us.  
We must overcome many obstacles, 
but we will not relent. We will not give 

CHIEF DR. STAN BIRD
Honest, Integrity and Hope for the rebuilding of our community!

in. Our ancestors fought many battles 
to ensure our survival.  And we as a 
people, are ready for this one.  And in 
doing so, we will walk with honor, not 
the high road or a low road, but a road 
of honor.  And we will leave this place 
of darkness.  Our people are the light. 
Our people are “the hope”. Together, 
through hard work, we will build a 
better place for our community.  We will 
create the foundations of a good life.  
The events of today have already set 
this in motion. I believe it is prayer, that 
belongs in this place.  

At one time, as Indigenous people, we 
were prevented from moving freely in 
this country.  We needed permission 
to even leave our reserve. Now the 
oppressive policies and practices that 
were imposed on us by the government 
are now being implemented by our own 
people.  We can’t move freely in our 
community.  Well, that changes today!  
The band office does not belong to the 
Chief and Council, it belongs to the 
people.  Our people’s access has been 
restricted, and under the leadership of 
the people, this stops today!  My first 
act, as your Chief, through discussions 
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with membership, is to remove the 
desk that sits at the front door of the 
band office.  

During the last six weeks, I visited with 
many people.  One visit was with a 
single mother, and she reminded my 
why this work is so important. You see 
her son has challenges.  But she isn’t 
concerned with what she doesn’t have, 
and she is not asking for anything.  
All she wants is for her son to lead a 
productive and meaningful life. And 
as she grows older, she worries about 
her own mortality.  She worries about 
her child. And she said to me, “Who 
will take care of my son when I am 
gone?  What support or services will be 
available for him, when I can no longer 
take care of him, or he cannot take care 
of me.”  Her concerns are no different 
from any other parent.  The needs may 
be different, but her concerns are the 
same.  These concerns become our 
concerns because these children are 
our children.  These families are our 
families.  And we need to draw upon 
the people, to ensure that these things 
are in place for our people. Because no 
one else will care for our people, like 
we do.  And as I said before, if you’re 
interested in putting your needs before 
others, ahead of the community, than 
there is no place for you here.  Like this 
mother, who puts the needs of her son 
ahead of her own.  We need to concern 
ourselves for the collective well-being 
of our community.  And not motivated 
by self-interest.  And in our teachings, 
we are reminded, that if we are not 
careful, when we are not vigilant, we 
allow something into our community.  
We see these things today because we 
have not paid attention.  Today, there 
is separation, there is isolation, even 
amongst families. There is opposition 
between what we call off reserve and 
on reserve because there is never 
enough to address the needs of our 
people. There is suspicion and mistrust 
because the people are never involved 
in any kind of decision making. Than 
there is the anger, the blame and the 
shame, and the instilling of fear.  Our 
people have come to the brink of 
losing hope.  And allowing the dark 
to overshadow our lives.  When this 

happens, when there is division, when 
there is never enough to go around, 
when there is anger, blame and 
suspicion, fear and doubt. We accept 
whatever is thrown our way, like a gas 
purchase order, because we have no 
control over our lives.  And we resign 
ourselves, to feeling “what is the use”.   

Several nights ago, I was called evil 
because of my beliefs. Because of 
this eagle feather.  I want to thank 
my parents for allowing me to make 
decisions about my personal faith.  My 
mother read the bible and attended 
church frequently, she never denied 
others the right to choose. She never 
passed judgement.  My grandfather’s 
read the bible and they knew scriptures 
by heart. My cousin would phone 
me almost every morning, to read a 
scripture to me. I have many friends 
that are Christians, some of who I have 
joined in prayer, and I have accepted 
this whole heartedly and without 
judgement because we all need prayer.  
Our community needs prayer. I don’t 
pass judgement on people for the 
faith they follow. They have a right to 
choose. They have a choice.  Just like I 
have a right and a choice. 

And when we talk of changes, not only 
changes for our financial situation, but 
changes for the way we live our lives, 
and our acceptance of others and how 
they live their lives. And as a people, 
we have more commonalities than 
differences.  When we lose someone, 
we feel the same pain, we feel the 
same sadness, we cry the same tears. 
While we pray in different ways, our 
commonalities are something called 
faith and hope.  We want something 
better for our families, something 
better for our community.  But when 
our people are oppressed, we 
experience the same isolation, the loss 
of our voice, and any hope that things 
would get better.  We experience the 
ugliness that is not ours. We turn 
feelings of unworthiness inside, and 
begin to self-destroy.  We become 
silent, and we develop addictions, and 
we accept whatever is thrown our way, 
with gratitude.  In fact, our oppressors 
even expect us to be grateful for what 

little we get.  But not today.  Today, we 
stand together, and we are sending the 
message ‘never again’.   Like an infant, 
we have found our voice. Like an infant, 
we are no longer sitting by, while the 
world passes us by. We will create 
a community, where the people will 
always have the power, regardless of 
who is in position. Never again will we 
feel the helplessness and the isolation 
that has gripped our lives because you 
the people have a voice. I will be your 
voice. They, the Council, will be your 
voice. Under the people’s leadership, 
we will stand up, and our community 
will rise from the despair that has 
overshadowed our lives.  It will come 
through hard work, commitment, and 
concern for our community.  

And in closing, I stand here, and I 
am truly humbled by the trust you 
have placed in me.  And as we start 
this journey, I want you to continue 
to ask questions because you will be 
given a forum, a place to ask these 
questions.  I want you to always expect 
more.  Today, you are saying you want 
something more.  Together, we will 
create a home we can be proud of.  
We will create the spaces we need to 
nurture relationships and to reconnect 
with our community. Reconnect with 
each other.  Our efforts will be inclusive, 
it will include everyone. It will involve 
all members, regardless of where you 
live, in Peguis, in Selkirk, Winnipeg, 
or some other place on Turtle Island 
because the policies that we develop 
with the people will guide our actions. 
And if you have the numbers 269 in the 
beginning of your status card, you are 
a member of this nation.  269 signifies 
that you belong, and you cannot not or 
will not be ignored because of your last 
name, or place of residence. You will 
be given an equal opportunity, equal 
consideration, and together we will 
build a stronger, healthier community 
where our children know where they 
come from.  So, 269 we have a lot of 
work in front of us, let us see what we 
can do.  

Miigwetch! 

Chief Dr. Stand Bird
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INAUGURATION OF PEGUIS CHIEF AND COUNCIL 2023

The Inauguration of Peguis Chief & 
Council 2023 was held on Friday, April 
14, 2023, at the Peguis Multiplex. The 
ceremonial event was hosted by Carl 
Bird and Betty-Ann McIvor.

The Inauguration started with a drum 
song by Loud Eagle and introductions 
of Peguis First Nation Chief and 
Council.

The swearing in oath ceremony for 
leadership was witnessed by Lloyd 
Stevenson in front of a crowd of 
members that came to witness the 
event. 

Leadership was presented with eagle 
feathers and gifts from Elders in the 
community as part of the ceremony. 
Chief Dr. Stan Bird did not receive his 
headdress as he informed members “I 
want to earn a headdress.”

Following the Inauguration, Leadership 
was embraced by members as 
they headed upstairs to begin the 
community feast. Members were 
treated to an amazing buffet of food 
prepared by Della Spence.
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LAND
BASED
On Lake Winnipeg with part of the Land Based team as 
they prepare to feed the community.
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Fish Distribution to Members
We caught up with the Land Based 
class as they prepared to catch, 
clean and distribute fish to community 
members for free. 

Starting at the Peguis School Board 
Camp, the Land Based class set nets 
in Lake Winnipeg. On Wednesday, 
April 13, 2023, we met part of the team 
on the ice as pulled the nets. The Land 
Based class would like to thank and 
acknowledge Corwin Sinclair, Moose 
Cochrane, Victor Sutherland, Brian 
Stevenson and Bernie McCorrister for 
helping.

In total, the team caught 8 tubs of 
pickerel and 2 tubs of white fish. The 
fish were then cleaned and packed 
for distribution with the help of Roland 
Sinclair and Vanessa Sinclair. 

Distribution started to the community 
on Friday, April 14, 2023. Within 2 
hours, the fish was all distributed to 
community members who picked up. 

There was not enough fish to feed 
the community, but the Land Based 
class are planning to catch, clean and 
distribute fish to members that did not 
receive.

The Land Based class hopes members 
enjoyed the fish as much as they 

enjoyed seeing everyone at the 
distribution and thanks you’s received 
from those picking up. A lot of members 
visited during the distribution with the 
team, asking questions and wanting 
to learn about fishing and cleaning the 
fish. It was smiles and laugh’s all day 
during the distribution.

Peguis Land Based class would like 
to thank the Peguis School Board for 
sponsoring the class. 

Miigwech to everyone and hope you all 
enjoy!

Next fish distribution will be announced 
once confirmed.

Elder Phyllis Nykoluk happy to receive her fish.

Roland Sinclair and Chester Cochrane 
happy to help Land Based clean the fish.
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PFN JOB BANK

WHMIS/GHS Training

Fall Protection Workshop

Tiger Dam Training

Full-time Dietary Aide

Full-time Housekeeping & Laundry Aide

Casual Housekeeping & Laundry Aide

Casual Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)

Sandbag Workers

Child Care Providers & Custodians

Tree Planting

Instructor, Office Skills

Community Engagement Assistant

Medical Transportation Driver 

CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES

START YOUR CAREER WITH PEGUIS TODAY!

With various career options and training opportunites,  
Peguis First Nation provides amazing employment options 
for members. SCAN the QR-CODE for more opportunites!  

April 25, 2023

April 26, 2023

Register w/ Flood

May 5, 2023

May 5, 2023

May 5, 2023

April 21, 2023

Until Filled

May 1, 2023

May 15, 2023

Open Until Filled

Open Until Filled

Open Until Filled

DEADLINE
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Sage Delaronde #1 
Ayden Daniels #27 
Preston Crate  #25 
Marcus Crate  #97 
Kyle Cochrane #13 
Dorion Cameron #24 
Tyrese Bear  #35

STAFF/PERSONNEL

GOVERNOR     
Ryan McCorrister

HEAD COACH/GENERAL 
MANAGER  
Kevin Monkman

ASSISTANT COACH   
Dale Bear

TRAINER               
Clint Webb

ASSISTANT COACH      
Darcy Pelletier 

 
 
PEGUIS JUNIORS 2022/2023 
 
TEAM ROSTER 
 
Keanu Woodhouse #26 
Marcus Whitecloud #1 
Darion Sinclair  #16 
Daylin Redsky #16 
Dyson Pelletier #14 
Nathaniel Murdock #88 
Lyle Murdock  #12 
Glen Murdock  #23 
Tyrone Meldrum #18 
Keenan McPherson #15 
Jayden McPherson #21 
Brodie McPherson #8 
Matthew McCorrister #6 
Jamie Matwayashing #19 
Aidan Marchand #33 
Ayden Manningway #2 
Jeremiah Jacques #22 
Jackson Jacques #4 
Dion Fontaine  #55 
Armando Evans #7 

The Peguis Juniors have once again 
won the KJHL Finals. 

Juniors faced off against the OCN 
Storm in the KJHL Finals, winning the 
series 4-1.

This title makes it the 6th consecutive 
championship for the Peguis Juniors, 
breaking a new record for consecutive 
wins in the KJHL. The previous record 
was 5 consecutive KJHL championship 
wins.

In total, the Peguis Juniors have won 9 
KJHL Championships since joining the 
league.

The Peguis Juniors will now focus on 
preparing for the Central Canada Cup 
in Thunder Bay taking place April 20-
23, 2023. 

6th Consecutive 
Championship 
for Peguis

2023 KJHL CHAMPIONS
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Peguis Juniors received some words of encouragement from Peguis Chief and Council today as they left the community for game 5. 
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

SAVE THE DATES
April 20-27, 2023 | Treaty One Joint Reserve Land Code Notice 
of Vote *POSTPONED* 
April 27, 2023 | PFN General Meeting, Community Hall, 1-5pm 
April 28, 2023 | Festival of the Arts, PCS
May 8, 2023 | Grid Metals, Community Info Meeting, 10-3pm 
Selkirk Rec Complex, 180 Easton Drive, Selkirk
May 9, 2023 | Grid Metals, Community Info Meeting, 10-3pm 
Victoria Inn, 1808 Wellington Ave, Winnipeg
May 10, 2023 | Grid Metals, Community Info Meeting, 10-3pm 
Peguis Communty Hall, Peguis First Nation
May 14, 2023 | Mother’s Day
May 19, 2023 | Heritage Day, PCS
May 22, 2023 | Victoria Day
May 25, 2023 | Parent Day, PCS
June 18, 2023 | Father’s Day
June 21, 2023 | National Indigenous Peoples Day
July 1, 2023 | Canada Day
July 15-23, 2023 | Annual Treaty Days & Pow Wow



publ icat ion@pegu isf i rstnat ion .ca

T
E

LLIN
G

 G
O

O
D

 S
TO

R
IE

S

17Mdaaswi Shaa Niizhwaaswi

ADVERTISE WITH US

Next Issue Deadline: APRIL 30, 2023
Email publication@peguisfirstnation.ca for our rate sheet
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